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To develop an interest in and enthusiasm for learning about the past. 

To promote the acquisition of knowledge and understanding of individuals, people 
and society in the past. 

To understand key historical concepts: cause and consequence, change and 
continuity, and similarity and difference. 

To be able to observe and analyse historical sources and infer information from 
them. 

To develop historical skills, including investigation, analysis, evaluation and 
communication skills. 

To answer argumentative questions. 

 

 

 

 Causes of Second World War. 
 

 Germany (1919-1945): Impact of Treaty of Versailles. Weimar Republic. 
German foreign policy. Spanish Civil War. Appeasement. Nazi Party. 
Reichstag Fire. Enabling Act. The Night of the Long Knives. Nazi Control of 
Germany. Propaganda. Women in Nazi Germany. Youth. Opposition. Nazi-
Soviet Pact 1939. World War II: Minorities. The Night of Broken Glass. The 
Final Solution. 

 

 Beginning of Cold War: Yalta & Potsdam. Disagreements. Leaders. Soviet 
expansion to Eastern Europe. USA´s reaction. 
 

 



 

 

 Cold War: Soviet control in Eastern Europe. Case studies: Hungary 1956. 
Czechoslovakia and the Prague Spring, 1968. The Berlin Wall. Solidarity in 
Poland. Gorbachev and the collapse of the Soviet Union. 
 

 Gulf War 1991. Revolution in Iran. Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988). Saddam 
Hussein. 

 
 
Assessment and evaluation criteria: 

Individual, pair and group work (oral and written).  
Debates. Presentations. Research work. Source analysis. 
Argumentative questions. IGCSE questions, sources. 
Written revisions. 
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